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New CDI Director is a familiar face
Dr. Kyra Shahid brings extensive campus involvement to her new position
BY ALEX BUDZYNSKI
To say that Dr. Kyra Shahid 
has been an active member of  
the Xavier community  would 
be an understatement. Her 
involvement throughout her 
time on campus has included 
working with student groups, 
creating and teaching her own 
class, advising students and 
even leading a study abroad 
program to West Africa. 
Now, a new challenge 
awaits her: serving as the Di-
rector of  the Center for Di-
versity and Inclusion (CDI). 
Shahid replaces Dr. Taj 
Smith, who left Xavier on Jan. 
25 to pursue a position at the 
Rochester Institute of  Tech-
nology. She had previously 
served as the CDI’s associate 
director before being named 
director earlier this month. 
Though Shahid officially 
began working at Xavier in 
the fall of  2015, her first time 
on campus came earlier for a 
seminar followed by a practi-
cum study on the Jesuit ex-
perience and tradition. After 
spending a year at Mount St. 
Mary’s College in Maryland, 
she returned to Cincinnati for 
the chance to work at Xavier. 
“I felt that this was a space 
I was called to and compelled 
to,” Shahid said.  
Since coming to campus, 
she said she has taken it upon 
herself  to build a more in-
clusive environment at Xavi-
er. Describing herself  as “a 
scholar practitioner and an 
intellectual activist,” she said 
she engages in research for 
her discipline through her 
work on campus.
“This is a place where your 
heart can work out loud,” she 
said. “Xavier has been this 
space of  family where I can 
really do this work out loud, 
and I am grateful for that.”  
For example, Shahid was 
a member of  the Working 
Group on Xavier’s Connec-
tion with Slavery, which Fa-
ther Michael Graham, pres-
ident, charged with looking 
into how the university could 
work toward racial reconcilia-
tion. The group included stu-
dents, faculty and staff  mem-
bers.  
As part of  the Working 
Group’s response to bias-re-
lated incidents on campus, she 
developed a class entitled “An-
ti-Black Racism and Epistem-
ic Violence.” The class acted 
as an extension of  her own 
thesis work examining the in-
tersection of  race and spiritu-
ality in higher education. 
 The course provides stu-
dents with the opportunity to 
explore systemic oppression 
on both the societal and per-
sonal levels as well as under-
stand how to promote social 
justice through intellectual 
activism. Last year, Shahid 
published a book describing 
the research and her experi-
ence teaching this course. 
Recent graduate and cur-
rent CDI employee Adrian 
Parker was the teaching assis-
tant for Shahid’s class in the 
spring of  2018. He said the 
course was “by far the best 
class I have taken at Xavier 
and the most impactful.”  
Beyond Xavier’s campus, 
last summer Shahid, Parker 
and four other Xavier stu-
dents and alumni traveled to 
Outside of  the CDI, she 
also acts as a thesis adviser for 
philosophy, theology and Phi-
losophy, Politics and the Pub-
lic students. 
 “I do this work for and 
with students,” she said. 
Parker echoed Shahid’s 
statement and said she never 
does anything without stu-
dent input. She chooses pur-
pose over payment, he added.  
“Her work is all about 
aligning with what she be-
lieves,” Parker said. 
 As the new Director of  the 
CDI, Shahid hopes to contin-
ue to further her own research 
as well as build on the work 
of  students, faculty and staff. 
“My vision for the CDI 
includes three things: that 
we deepen, strengthen and 
broaden the great work that 
has been happening for the 
past year,” Shahid said. “Xavi-
er prides itself  on cura person-
alis, to take care of  the whole 
person. My goal is that my 
office demonstrates that in a 
way which is genuine and con-
gruent with our mission.” 
 Shahid concluded by say-
ing she draws inspiration 
from the Xavier community 
and her 6-year-old daughter, 
whom she described as her 
rock. 
“I love Xavier because the 
people here are genuine, be-
cause it is a space where we 
have remarkable students and 
because it is in a city and a 
space that at this time in his-
tory compels me to do the 
work that I do,” she said. 
 The CDI is located on the 
second floor of  Gallagher 
Student Center and is open 
Monday through Friday from 
9 a.m.-5 p.m..  
Senegal in West Africa, serv-
ing as the first Django Praxis 
cohort to complete the Di-
asporic Soul Racial Healing 
Experience. In addition to 
the study abroad experience, 
the cohort compiled a book 
of  their collective experienc-
es, which is currently for sale 
online. 
A second cohort of  12 stu-
dents is currently planning to 
make the same excursion this 
coming summer.  
 In terms of  working spe-
cifically with students, as the 
CDI’s associate director, Sha-
hid was involved with numer-
ous student organizations, 
including the Black Student 
Association, the African Stu-
dent Association and the Stu-
dent Organization for Latinos, 
to name a few. 
Dr. Kyra Shahid was named the newest Director for the Center and Diversity and Inclusion earlier this month. 
Her other roles on campus include teaching a course she developed and working with different student groups. 
Newswire photo by Jeff Richardson
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Associate Provost Jeff  Ed-
wards hosted a Q and A ses-
sion alongside the IT Divi-
sion on Friday for students to 
learn more about recent data 
vulnerability in computer labs 
on campus. Business analytics 
and information systems pro-
fessor Dr. Lauren Laker also 
contributed. There have been 
no signs that any information 
was stolen, only that there 
was opportunity for the data 
Campus les away data exposure incident
to be breached. Edwards made 
it clear that the data exposure 
does not mean that there was a 
data or security breach.
Edwards sent an email out 
last Wednesday informing the 
campus community that com-
puters in the Trading Center 
in Smith, Smith Room G28 
and Conaton Learning Com-
mons Room 207 were affected 
by the data security incident. 
According to the email from 
the IT Division, the software 
that led to the exposure was 
originally installed to prevent 
cheating during tests and has 
since been removed. This soft-
ware was only installed in the 
affected rooms.
Those who have used com-
puters in these facilities since 
the fall of  2017 are being 
advised to change their pass-
words. This includes a change 
of  passwords in Xavier ac-
counts as well as any other ac-
counts that someone may have 
used on these computers, such 
as Gmail or social media. 
“It can be a pretty big 
deal,” junior Philosophy, Pol-
itics and the Public and com-
puter science double major 
Elizabeth Bagley said. She 
further explained that “it de-
pends what kind of  data they 
can get to, but without strong 
passwords… a breach like 
this leaves individuals open 
to identity theft.” Bagley add-
ed that identity theft is only a 
concern for extreme cases.
Edwards asserted that in-
formation would not have left 
Xavier’s system because of  
firewall security. The test tak-
ing software installed could 
not track everything the us-
ers do on a computer and 
could not release information 
as personal as Social Security 
numbers or bank records. 
Students at the Q and A 
session raised questions of  
cyber security awareness and 
bringing attention the im-
portance of  cyber literacy. 
One student suggested that 
students be required to go 
through complete cyber secu-
rity training either on the first 
day of  classes or during Man-
resa. Xavier faculty and staff  
are currently required to com-
plete cyber security training.
Other students expressed 
concern that Xavier students 
might not understand the se-
verity of  the situation. They 
pointed out that some stu-
dents have simply brushed off  
the incident and fewer than 20 
Campus was alerted last Wednesday that cheating-prevention software installed on computers in three labs in 
Smith Hall and the Conaton Learning Commons left student data exposed. There is no report of a data breach.
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students felt compelled to at-
tend the Q and A session.
Miranda Cocca, a senior 
entrepreneurship and market-
ing double major, shared that 
being in one of  Laker’s classes 
opened her eyes to the severi-
ty of  a potential data breach. 
“It has given me a greater 
respect for some of  the Xavier 
faculty, as they have demon-
strated a true care for their 
students,” Cocca said.
Cocca and Jack Graber, a 
senior business analytics ma-
jor who attended the panel, 
both shared that they were 
appreciative of  Laker and Ed-
wards for maintaining open 
communication with the stu-
dent body regarding the inci-
dent.
“Dr. Laker and other pro-
fessors recognized that many 
Xavier students didn’t realize 
the significance of  the inci-
dent, which is why clear com-
munication to students was, 
and still is, so important,” 
Cocca said. 
Gaber hopes that the uni-
versity takes this incident 
as a lesson and will be more 
pro-active in the future.
“I still believe that this is-
sue should have never hap-
pened. I hope that this scare is 
going to pave the way for the 
future of  Xavier University’s 
data security systems and an 
action plan for the students if  
something like this happens 
again,” Graber said.
BY MICHAEL RAUBER 
The IT Division and Associate Provost’s Q and A session saw low attendance 
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Muskie Tigers host refugee stories
Asmaa Masto, a senior at 
Withrow High School, shared 
her story of  fleeing govern-
ment turmoil in Syria and 
awaiting resettlement in Leb-
anon as 45 Xavier students sat 
gripped by her bravery in Ar-
rupe Overlook on Feb. 12.
The event, called Home is 
Where the Heart Is, was fa-
cilitated by Muskie Tigers, 
a club on campus specifically 
for tutoring and mentoring 
refugee and immigrant stu-
dents at Withrow.  The night 
focused on celebrating the 
stories of  home within all of  
us and understanding what 
home is for others.
Masto’s mother, Ibtisam 
Masto, catered Syrian cuisine 
— which drew many students 
in by their noses. “I want ev-
erybody to know my country 
from my food,” Ibtisam Masto 
said with a smile across her 
face.
After Masto had finished 
presenting to the room the 
crowd dispersed into small 
groups of  Xavier students 
and Withrow students. Each 
group reflected on the pre-
sentation and their own ex-
periences with questions that 
focused on “home,” such as 
Mentoring club Muskie Tigers hosted refugee students from Withrow High school on campus. Withrow senior 
Asmaa Masto recalled her journey as a Syrian refugee and the audience pondered their conception of “home.”
Photo courtesy of Kelsey Kraft
“What does home feel like to 
you.”
Muskie Tigers president 
Nick Foley thought that Mas-
to’s storytelling and experi-
ence finding a sense of  home 
in different countries were a 
good fit for the event. 
“I think one of  the most 
powerful messages that came 
from Asmaa’s story was that 
despite some of  the difficul-
ties that she faced in Syria, 
there was still that natural 
sense of  belonging that made 
it feel most like home to her,” 
Foley said.
Muskie Tigers vice pres-
ident Kelsey Kraft ensured 
that the club worked hard to 
prevent the event from ex-
ploiting the experiences of  
the Withrow students.
“We both just tapped into 
any people we thought might 
have knowledge of  planning 
this type of  event or knowl-
edge of  working with the 
population just to try to make 
sure we were doing right by 
them,” Kraft said.
Masto shared that she loved 
to tell her story so that listen-
ers can learn about what her 
life was like before arriving in 
America with her parents and 
brothers.
Besides presenting to 
crowds, Masto also shares 
stories through writing. She 
is currently working on a 
book titled Women Beyond the 
War”about her mother. 
“It is everything about my 
mother, because she is the 
strong woman who (protects) 
her children from the war,” 
Masto said as she glanced at 
her mother across the room.
Megan Scharrer,  a sopho-
more social work and Spanish 
major, came to the event to 
prepare for her future. Schar-
rer eventually hopes to work 
to reform immigration policy 
and in just a few weeks will 
lead an Alternative Breaks 
trip to Boise, Idaho, that will 
focus on refugee resettlement. 
“I know on my trip I’ll be 
listening a lot, so I wanted to 
work on that skill as well for 
when I get to work with the 
refugees in Boise,” Scharrer 
said. “I just overall wanted 
to listen and to hear stories 
because I think it is very in-
teresting and a great learning 
opportunity.”
Foley felt that “showing the 
support of  the Xavier commu-
nity and expanding it beyond 
what (Withrow students) see 
at Muskie Tigers twice a week 
was a really special message 
that the Xavier community 
could send.”
BY BRITTANY WELLS 
Feb. 20 Student Government 
Association Meeting Recap
The goal for the next first-year class is 
1,250 students.
There was discussion over building a new 
residence hall to accommodate for the 
growing undergraduate population. 
Residence Life will host a renter’s fair 
this Thursday to help connect students to 
off-campus housing opportunities.
The Center for Faith and Justice will be 
absorbing the Center for Interfaith at the 
end of  this semester. As a result for the 
merger, the university will hire a Muslim, 
Jewish and Baptist chaplain.
Goal for rst-year class, new residence 
hall and CFJ and Interfaith to merge
Alternative Breaks panel talks faith and service
A panel of  local activists 
spoke on the intersections of  
faith and service in Arrupe on 
Monday. Alternative Breaks 
(AB) ran the panel 19 days 
before they send 19 service 
groups on educational trips-
during spring break. 
AB Board Member Vikto-
ria Schumacher was inspired 
to create the panel by a retreat 
with the Center for Faith and 
Justice(CFJ). “One night they 
hosted an interfaith talk with 
people of  all different reli-
Students listen to activists speak on the intersection of their personal 
faith and their service to others on a panel run by Alternative Breaks.
Photo courtesy of Tyler Norris
gions. Muslim, Catholic, athe-
ist, you name it,” Schumacher 
said. “It was really impactful 
to me because it showed me 
that not only is faith and jus-
tice tied together, but faith 
and service can be as well.”
Since its founding in 2000, 
AB has sent groups of  stu-
dents and Xavier community 
members across the state, na-
tion and globe. It is the larg-
est club on campus. 
Despite Xavier’s Jesuit 
identity, AB trips  do not in-
clude religious pactices and 
are under a secular parent or-
ganization, BreakAway. Many 
trips stay in churches to re-
duce a trip’s cost by avoiding 
hotel fees. 
AB does, however, heavily 
focus on reflection in its trips 
and encourages participants 
to evaluate how their lives 
play into social justice. For 
many, religion can be an es-
sential part of  their life. And 
that’s where the conversation 
of  faith and service comes in.
The panel included Mona 
Jenkins of  the Greater Cincin-
nati Homeless Coalition and 
Mass Actions for Black Liber-
ation (previously Black Lives 
Matter Cincinnati); Elizabeth 
Hopkins, lead organizer of  
the AMOS Project,; and Al-
lison Reynolds-Berry, the di-
rector of  the Intercommunity 
Justice and Peace Center. 
The panelists, two Catho-
lics and an “ex-Southern Bap-
tist,” answered challenging 
questions, like “how does your 
faith come in conflict with 
your work?” and even “how do 
you organize or rally a group 
of  people together despite the 
fact they might have differing 
beliefs?” with anecdotes and 
smiles on their faces. 
Toward the end of  the dis-
cussion, Jenkins emphasized 
that the motivation for her 
honesty and openness with 
the students grew out of  her 
desire  for dialogue — even if  
it’s uncomfortable. 
“I want to have these hard 
discussions, and I want to be 
open and honest about my 
beliefs and trying to under-
stand those around me. Jus-
tice is necessary. I cannot 
be free while someone else 
is oppressed, and that won’t 
change as long as we remain 
silent,” Jenkins said.
Kayla Pierce, a junior social 
work major who has gone on 
AB trips, enjoyed the event 
and thought that the  panel 
would have been useful for 
people who wanted to  incor-
porate their faith into their 
service. 
“I’m not faith-oriented, 
but I think that it was infor-
mational and inspirational,” 
Pierce said. 
AB Board member Tyler 
Norris also saw good in the 
event. 
“I thought it really helped 
to broaden people’s horizons. 
It was a great conversation 
that can help to fill in the 
blank space some people may 
have when it comes to doing 
service. Not only outside the 
CFJ, but also in relation to 
one’s own faith.”
BY ALANNA BELMONT 
That’s an 
...interesting...
 new Big Mac 
Feb. 12, 1:13 p.m. — 
A student reported that 
during a men’s basketball 
game at Cintas Center on 
Feb. 9, an iPad Pro was sto-
len from their vehicle that 
was parked in the R-3 lot. 
The vehicle was reportedly 
locked. Xavier Police is in-
vestigating. 
  
Feb. 13, 9:25 a.m. — 
Xavier Police assisted Nor-
wood Police with a theft in 
progress at Marshall’s De-
partment Store. The sus-
pect fled the scene on foot 
and was apprehended by 
Xavier Police in a backyard 
on Ashland Avenue. The 
suspect was turned over to 
Norwood Police. 
Feb. 14, 11:23 p.m. — 
Xavier Police located a wal-
let in the Smith Hall lot that 
contained a driver’s license 
that didn’t  belong to the 
owner of  the wallet. The 
fictitious ID was confis-
cated, and the student was 
referred to the code of  con-
duct.
Feb. 15, 12:22 a.m. — 
Residence Life reported that 
a student in Kuhlman Hall 
displayed a fictitious ID in-
stead of  their All Card. Resi-
dence Life confiscated the fic-
titious ID and turned it over 
to Xavier Police. The student 
was referred to the code of  
Week in Review
Theresa May once again 
finds herself  in a sticky 
situation — for talking 
about jam. She report-
edly told senior Cabinet 
ministers that she scrapes 
mold from her preserve 
jars and continues to eat 
what’s underneath to pre-
vent food waste (Feb. 14). 
A dead man has advanced 
to the final round of  
mayoral elections for an 
Oklahoma town. Charles 
Lamb entered the election 
before he died in Decem-
ber, and it was too late to 
remove his name from the 
ballot before the rounds 
commenced. Were he to 
win, the town’s city coun-
cil would appoint a living 
mayor (Feb 15).
Look out for Lunchables: 
Two Florida men un-
successfully tried to hide 
more than four pounds of  
cocaine in this childhood 
staple. The men were ar-
rested in Wood County, 
Ohio, and face charges of  
drug possession and traf-
ficking (Feb. 15).
A grapefruit in Louisiana 
now holds the Guiness 
World Records in both 
size and weight. It mea-
sures almost 29 inches in 
circumference and weighs 
17 pounds, 14.6 ounces, 
dwarfing the previous 
7.1-ounce record holder 
from Brazil (Feb. 17).
Feb. 15, 12:22 a.m.— 
A student consumed a 
hamburger that was pos-
sibly laced with illegal 
drugs. The student who 
consumed the tainted 
hamburger was checked 
on by the Cincinnati Fire 
Department and trans-
ported to Good Samaritan 
Hospital for further treat-
ment. 
Photo courtesy of UPI.com
This grapefruit has set Guiness World Records in both size and weight. 
Jam, Lunchables and grapefruit  
Photo courtesy of WikiCommons
Joaquín Guzmán, better known as El Chapo, is facing a mandatory life sentence after being found guilty of 10 
federal counts of various crimes. The U.S. is looking to seize $14 billion he earned through narcotic sales.                
conduct. 
Feb. 15, 4:01 a.m. — 
Xavier Police responded to 
Gallagher Student Center 
for a report of  suspicious 
activity. A female student 
entered the restroom and 
was followed by a male 
student. The students was 
referred to the code of  con-
duct. 
Feb. 16, 4:18 a.m. — A 
subject was observed on 
camera checking car doors 
in the Village parking lot. 
Xavier Police responded 
and chased the subject into 
the woods on Victory Park-
way. The subject was unable 
to be located. Xavier Police 
identified one vehicle that 
had been broken into. The 
vehicle was left unlocked, 
and the key was inside at the 
time of  the incident. 
Xavier Police tip: 
If  you don’t feel safe, 
call the escort service at 
513-745-2000
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Joaquín Guzmán, infa-
mously known as “El Cha-
po,” is now facing a manda-
tory life sentence after being 
found guilty on Feb. 12 of  10 
federal counts, including nar-
cotic trafficking, engaging in 
a criminal enterprise, using 
firearms and money launder-
ing. 
The trial in New York City 
brought startling revelations 
of  the life of  El Chapo. Wit-
nesses’ testimonies accused El 
Chapo of  many things, from 
having a high tech murder 
room to ridiculous bribes and 
conspiracies. 
The New York Times re-
ported Alex Cifuentes, who 
was known as El Chapo’s 
right-hand man, said in court 
that El Chapo even raped and 
drugged minors. Cifuentes 
was a key witness in the trial 
and dropped shocking allega-
tions against El Chapo. The 
testimony proved important 
in his conviction. 
El Chapo has captured the 
public eye with his enormous 
amount of  wealth and being 
the former leader of  the noto-
rious Sinaloa Cartel. 
Known as simply “The Car-
tel,” this criminal organization 
is an international organized 
crime syndicate that was 
founded in the late 1980s. The 
criminal organization started 
in Sinaloa, Mexico, and has 
grown into an international 
enterprise. The organization 
engages in activities such as 
drug trafficking and money 
laundering. 
The United States Intelli-
gence Community considers 
The Cartel “the most power-
ful drug trafficking organiza-
tion in the world.”
The Cartel has had a major 
impact on the drug problem in 
America including the recent 
fentanyl problem in Cincin-
nati. In March of  last year, 
12 people in Cincinnati were 
charged in connection with 
The Cartel. 
The FBI found that those 
12 individuals allegedly dis-
tributed fentanyl and heroin 
from Mexico, where The Car-
tel is based, to Middletown, 
Ohio. The laundered earnings 
in Ohio were then sent back to 
Mexico. This was confirmed 
in court by witnesses Junior 
and Peter Flores, also known 
as the “Chicago Twins.” The 
two testified against El Cha-
po in November of  last year, 
saying the organization had 
satellite operations in multiple 
American cities.  
In 2009, Forbes listed El 
Chapo with an estimated net 
worth of  $1 billion. Howev-
er, the U.S. is looking to seize 
approximately $14 billion in 
cash from narcotic sales. 
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) 
has already announced a plan 
for the cash seized, saying it 
cash can be used to fund the 
border wall. Cruz called the 
legislation the “Ensuring 
Lawful Collection of  Hidden 
Assets to Provide Order Act,” 
which has been nicknamed the 
“El Chapo Act.” 
The legislation seeks to 
seize all “illegally obtained 
profits resulting from any 
criminal drug trafficking en-
terprise led by Joaquín Ar-
chivaldo Guzmán Loera.” The 
profits would, in turn, be used 
for border security or a wall. 
Because of  El Chapo’s 
multiple prison escapes in 
2001 and 2015, he is now like-
ly headed to America’s most 
tightly guarded prison, the 
United States Penitentiary, 
Administrative Maximum Fa-
cility. 
Located in Colorado, the 
prison has earned the nick-
name of  “The Alcatraz of  
the Rockies.” This federal 
maximum security prison has 
housed infamous inmates such 
as one of  the participants of  
the Boston Marathon Bomb-
ing, the Unabomber and the 
conspirators in the Sept.11 
attacks. 
 El Chapo has a tentative 
sentencing date set for June 
25.
El Chapo convicted of 10 felonies
Joaquín Guzmán now faces life imprisonment, sentencing set for June 25 
BY JABARI TURNER
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Greenop said. “The dilation 
and evacuation abortion pro-
cedure is horrific because the 
doctor takes forceps and rips 
off  the baby’s limbs, which is 
something I cannot even fath-
om.” 
The ban would only allow 
the procedure if  it is vital in 
saving the woman’s life or 
preventing bodily harm.  If  
a doctor performs the pro-
cedure under any other cir-
cumstances, the doctor can 
be charged under a fourth-de-
gree felony. 
The bill does not make ex-
ceptions for cases in which a 
woman is raped. On Dec. 13, 
the bill passed the Ohio house 
and senate along party lines 
with only three Democrats 
voting for the bill in the house. 
“If  the passage of  the law 
is not blocked by Planned Par-
enthood, I think it would be a 
good step for Pro-Lifers and 
give Ohio an opportunity to 
help women who are pregnant 
and in need as well as give the 
university an opportunity 
to help pregnant students,” 
Greenop said. 
Attorney General David 
Yost has stated he will “vigor-
ously defend” the law’s consti-
tutional validity.
This is not the first time 
Planned Parenthood and 
the state of  Ohio have faced 
each other in court. In 2016, 
Planned Parenthood sued the 
state of  Ohio when then-At-
torney General Mark DeW-
ine claimed the Cincinnati 
clinic disposed of  fetal tissue 
in landfills. DeWine found 
no evidence of  this occur-
ring and, in turn, settled with 
Planned Parenthood.
According to the Cincin-
nati Enquirer, Senate Bill 145 
is similar to the bill that was 
line itemed vetoed by former 
Governor John Kasich.  How-
ever, current Governor Mike 
DeWine said he would “abso-
lutely” sign a “Heartbeat Bill” 
with no such veto if  it arrived 
at his desk. Furthermore, 
the previous “Heartbeat Bill” 
passed both the house and 
senate when it was introduced 
in 2018.
The Xavier science com-
munity is mourning the loss 
of  the revolutionary Mars 
rover “Opportunity.”
Matthew Holderman, a 
first-year engineering phys-
ics student, was saddened but 
said, “the loss could mean a 
boost of  enthusiasm in the ef-
fort of  trying to get another 
rover (on Mars).”
Scientists have sent the ro-
bot thousands of  commands 
in attempts to wake up Oppor-
tunity. A final series of  com-
mands was sent out earlier 
this month.
“Even though it’s a ma-
chine, and we’re saying good-
bye, it’s still very hard and 
very poignant, but we had to 
do that,” John Callas, the man-
ager of  the Mars Exploration 
Rover project at NASA, said. 
The rover went dark about 
eight months ago after a se-
vere sandstorm caused an 
obstruction of  the solar pan-
els. It was the thickest storm 
NASA has ever seen on Mars.
Scientists hoped that wind 
would remove the sand from 
the panels, but the windy 
months have now passed. 
Martian winter is approach-
ing quickly, and temperatures 
can drop to -150 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 
Although the rover sur-
vived numerous past winters, 
Opportunity was unable to 
utilize its internal heating 
processes, meaning that its 
parts could become brittle and 
most likely break.
In June 2018, Opportunity 
sent its last transmission to 
scientists. It reportedly sent, 
“My battery is low and it’s 
getting dark.”  
NASA used songs by sev-
eral artists try to rouse the 
rover. These included Queen, 
David Bowie, Foo Fighters 
and Elton John. The playlist, 
etitled “Opportunity, Wake 
Up!” is available on Spotify. 
However, the songs failed 
to awaken the sleeping rover, 
and it has been declared dead 
by NASA. When originally 
launched in 2003, Opportu-
nity was expected to last 90 
Martian days and travel 1,100 
yards. The rover exceeded ex-
pectations, surviving almost 
15 years and traveling 28 
miles.  
“It’s impressive that it last-
ed so much longer than it 
was designed for, especially 
in a harsh climate like Mars,” 
Jonathon Hopkins, an engi-
neering physics student with 
a background in robotics, said.
There were several close 
calls in the past, but Oppor-
tunity persevered through all 
of  them. The rover suffered 
the loss of  steering in both 
front wheels, a two-month 
dust storm, a stuck heater and 
a wiped flash memory.
Its mission has been com-
pleted, which signifies the end 
and beginning of  a new scien-
tific era. 
There is a deep sense of  
gratitude and appreciation for 
Opportunity in the scientific 
community. The rover pro-
vided fruitful information on 
the previously unexplored red 
planet. One of  the most nota-
ble accomplishments of  Op-
portunity was the discovery 
of  the previous existence of  
water and support for micro-
bial life on Mars.
Opportunity’s final resting 
place has been named “Perse-
verance Valley” in honor of  
its accomplishments. It is now 
the longest lasting rover to 
explore another planet. 
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‘Heartbeat Bill’ faces legal battle
Planned Parenthood challenges ban on abortions after heartbeat detected
Planned Parenthood and 
Women’s Med Center of  Day-
ton filed a lawsuit against the 
state of  Ohio at District Court 
in Columbus last Thursday. 
The lawsuit challenges Sen-
ate Bill 145, which would ban 
abortions after a heartbeat is 
detected, stating that the bill 
is unconstitutional. 
State Senator Kristina 
Roegner (R-Ohio) and State 
Representatives Ron Hood 
(R-Ohio) and Candice Keller 
(R-Ohio) introduced the bill, 
better known as the “Heart-
beat Bill,” on Feb. 12.  
Planned Parenthood criti-
cized the “Heartbeat Bill” and 
tweeted, “The unconstitu-
tional six-week abortion ban 
highlights the misguided and 
dangerous priorities of  our 
state legislators.”
The dilation and evacuation 
procedure, the method prac-
ticed at Planned Parenthood 
outpatient facilities, common-
ly occurs within the second 
trimester (13-28 weeks) in 
which the fetus can be from 
3.5-8 inches long. 
It is described by the City 
of  Cincinnati Network of  
Care surgical overview web-
site as “a combination of  
vacuum aspiration, dilation, 
and curettage, and the use of  
surgical instruments (such as 
forceps).”  
Planned Parenthood argues 
the procedure is the safest and 
sole method administered in 
its outpatient facilities. The 
alternative would be an ex-
pensive, riskier procedure that 
would include the patient go-
ing into induced labor in or-
der to deliver the fetus. 
First-year psychology ma-
jor Elizabeth Greenop dis-
agreed with the organization’s 
claim. 
“Since we live in Ameri-
ca, Planned Parenthood does 
have the legal right to sue, but 
morally it is unacceptable,” 
first-year psychology major 
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Bursting the sustainability bubble
As an environmentalist, 
I often find myself  trapped 
in what I like to call a “sus-
tainability bubble.” I study 
with other sustainability stu-
dents, I spend time in nature 
and I surround myself  with 
like-minded people. 
I spent last semester in 
Uppsala, Sweden, studying 
environmental justice. On 
that trip, the first excursion 
that I took was to Copenha-
gen, Denmark. There, I took 
a canal tour where I saw Co-
penhagen’s famous streets of  
colorful buildings and “The 
Psychologists hypothesize 
that Type A is a personality 
type. Some of  the characteris-
tics of  Type A people include 
being rigidly organized, out-
going, ambitious, workaholic, 
proactive, highly productive 
and competitive. Or as I like 
to say: Hi, my name is Ellen. 
For as long as I can re-
member, I have been highly 
involved. Currently, I serve on 
three committees as a student 
representative, I’m enrolled in 
20 credit hours, I have a part-
time job and babysit on the 
side. And I’m still in college 
and of  age, so I go out to Da-
na’s sometimes. My life very 
clearly aligns with the Type A 
personality, and if  you don’t 
believe that, I have a beauti-
fully color-coded planner that 
will tell you otherwise. 
It wasn’t until last fall 
that my involvement sudden-
ly became too much. All of  a 
sudden I was worried about 
finding jobs, housing for the 
next year, graduation, paying 
rent, work deadlines, school-
Type A(nxiety): Get your brain in the right place
work, being a good friend, 
grocery shopping and calling 
my mom. I always felt like I 
was walking around with the 
weight of  the world on my 
shoulders. 
Being a Type A person, I 
would write it off  and say, “It’s 
just this week,” or blame a sin-
gular class for being rough. I 
constantly reminded myself  
that I wasn’t a pre-med major 
worried about the MCAT and 
I wasn’t awaiting law school 
acceptances or denials. In oth-
er words, other people had it 
worse than me.
Looking back, I had been 
writing off  extreme anxiety 
and panic attacks as a part of  
my life because I was Type A. 
In reality, I was suffering from 
generalized anxiety disorder 
and panic attacks. A concus-
sion, a cane, a month of  shak-
ing and five doctors appoint-
ments later, I was medicated 
and on my way to being my 
best self  again.
Anxiety is the body’s nat-
ural response to stress. Most 
people experience it before 
starting a new job or on the 
first day of  school. 
But when that worried 
state increases your heart rate 
and condemns you to bed all 
day for a reason you can’t ver-
balize or rationalize, it’s not 
just over-involvement and 
hard classes. It’s not just be-
ing a Type A person, either. 
Anxiety affects all types of  
different people, and minimiz-
ing your own symptoms of  
anxiety does not help anyone. 
On Twitter and around 
campus, I’ve started to see lots 
of  promotion for self-love, 
self-care and mental health 
days. As an active person who 
loves a To Do List, self-care 
usually winds up at the end 
of  or off  the list because I feel 
that I am not being productive 
enough, efficient enough and 
so on. 
It took me falling to my 
knees and giving myself  a 
concussion to realize that I 
was aiming for a standard that 
was both unachievable and 
unrealistic. My anxiety made 
me ignore so many of  my 
loved ones who told me to get 
help. Even once I got medi-
cation for my anxiety, I was 
so anxious about starting the 
medication and experiencing 
side effects that it sat on my 
shelf  for a week before I took 
the first dose. 
Being both Type A and 
anxious makes my over-in-
volved, part-time working, 
second semester senior life-
style hard. There are days 
when I worry I’ll never be 
employed and I want to lay 
under a blanket for hours and 
not leave my room ever. There 
are days when I sit in classes 
and can’t focus because I have 
dozens of  other thoughts rac-
ing through my brain. 
But now, rather than chalk-
ing up my feelings to my per-
sonality type, I email my pro-
fessors to tell them I’m taking 
a day for my mental health 
or going to see my counselor 
during class time. At the end 
of  the day and at the end of  
my college career, I’ve come 
to realize perfect attendance 
is far from the most important 
thing. 
Take a day, sleep in, eat 
fries and chocolate, listen to 
music and dance, talk to your 
friends and family and make 
an appointment at McGrath, 
because if  you’re Type A, you 
know how important it is to 
be successful. You can’t do 
that if  your brain is not in the 
right place. 
Little Mermaid” statue.
On the tour, I chatted with 
a young couple from Dubai. 
I told them I was in Sweden 
studying sustainability. The 
man asked me, “Why do you 
care about the environment?” 
I skirted around the ques-
tion, but he kept pressing me: 
“What’s the point? We’re all 
doomed anyways.”
I was completely dumb-
founded. I didn’t have an an-
swer for him, and I certainly 
couldn’t fully explain the im-
plications of  climate change in 
the duration of  the boat tour. 
When we passed by the icon-
ic mermaid statue, I pointed 
it out to him and spoke about 
sea levels rising. I told him 
that I didn’t know when but 
that the statue would someday 
be engulfed. The more than 
100-year-old statue might 
have to be moved if  sea levels 
continued to rise. This seemed 
to get through to him. 
Months later, his question 
still weighs heavily on my 
mind. Why do I care about cli-
mate change more than most 
people? Can I make a differ-
ence on this earth? Is igno-
rance bliss?
After giving these ques-
tions more thought, I have 
decided that I care for two 
reasons: gratitude and re-
sponsibility. 
The natural world brings 
me a sense of  fulfillment and 
joy unparalleled by anything 
else I have encountered. The 
most memorable days of  my 
life were spent embracing 
Mother Earth. During my 
semester in Europe, the days 
I spent climbing mountains 
and watching the Northern 
Lights dance over the Arctic 
Circle were far more memora-
ble and impactful than any of  
the days I spent visiting cities. 
Back home in the United 
States, the days and nights 
spent in nature have always 
been the best. Whether I 
was rolling around on a rock 
during a sleepless night in 
the desert of  Utah, camping 
on the banks of  the Colorado 
River or gazing at a sky full 
of  stars in Yellow Springs, 
the natural world has brought 
me an incomparable sense of  
happiness.  
This happiness and fulfil-
ment comes from the sense 
that the earth is bigger than 
any of  us. Our bodies and 
souls stem from the natural 
world. Every bit of  matter or 
life on this earth was derived 
from some sort of  natural re-
source. Every bite of  food we 
take to fuel our bodies comes 
from the earth.  Whether you 
spend your days walking bare-
foot on soil or on the top floor 
of  a high rise in a city, you 
cannot disentangle yourself  
from the earth. We all bene-
fit from the resources that it 
gives to us.
I wish I had another oppor-
tunity to speak with the man 
I met on that boat tour. Af-
ter years of  loving the earth 
without questioning why, he 
helped me pinpoint the source 
of  this intense love for the 
natural world.
We are all connected to 
the earth, and because of  
that, addressing climate 
change should unite all peo-
ple through a sense of  grat-
itude and the understanding 
that we are responsible for the 
earth’s well-being. Although 
climate change will most se-
verely and dramatically affect 
the poor, it touches the lives 
of  every single person. More-
over, the things we do to the 
earth today, both good and 
bad, will affect generations for 
years to come. 
We know global tempera-
tures are rising. We know 
weather patterns are becom-
ing more extreme. We know 
thousands of  species are go-
ing extinct. We do not know 
what this planet will look like 
in a few thousand years.
It can be terrifying to think 
about how drastically we are 
changing and hurting the 
earth, but sustainability is a 
noble and worthwhile cause. 
This mission is bigger than 
any of  us. We must start to 
understand the value of  the 
earth and protect our com-
mon home for generations 
to come. I encourage you to 
explore Mother Earth, to ex-
plore yourselves and to focus 
on the connections the human 
race has with this planet.
Charlotte Cheek is a 
senior Economics, Sus-
tainability and Society 
(ECOS) major. She is a 
guest writer from Louis-
ville, Ky.
Ellen Rakowski is a 
first-year Private Interest 
and the Public Good mas-
ter’s student. She is a guest 
writer for the Newswire 
from Chicago.
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‘Nicotine-free’ or decision-free?
First, I should say that I am 
not a smoker and never have 
been. What follows comes 
from a place of  principle and 
not of  self-interest.
Second, I want to make it 
clear that, as a private insti-
tution with dominion over 
its own property, Xavier  has 
every right to institute a nic-
otine ban on campus. In this 
regard, I respect the decision.
However, just because the 
university can take such ac-
tion, doesn’t mean that it 
should.
If  a government were to 
take this action — as the state 
government of  Hawaii is con-
sidering what is effectively a 
ban-by-age restriction — I 
would denounce this move as 
a massive violation of  the per-
sonal liberty of  individuals 
and of  the economic liberty 
of  sellers. 
However, while I’m sure 
that smoking bans at colleges 
have helped inspire similar 
maneuvers in government, 
these are still separate issues 
that are wrong for different 
reasons. As such, Xavier’s up-
coming policy deserves a more 
“personalized” argument.
My opposition to Xavier’s 
nicotine ban is founded in the 
character of  the university it-
self. In my four years at this 
Jesuit institution, I would say 
that the value referenced the 
most around campus is cura 
personalis, care of  the whole 
person, or, as it is common-
ly adapted to an institution 
of  learning, education of  the 
whole person. The nicotine 
ban is a blatant failure to live 
up to this commitment.
At first glance, trying to 
curb nicotine use seems con-
sistent with cura personalis. 
The stated goal of  the policy 
is to create a healthier com-
munity, supposedly for the 
betterment of  the “whole per-
son” of  everyone on campus. 
However, this justification 
leaves an open question. If  
community and education is 
the goal, why is the universi-
ty forcing people to behave a 
certain way, rather than sim-
ply providing them with the 
resources necessary to make 
their own informed decisions?
Once the superficial ex-
cuses of  “best practices” and 
the characterization of  nico-
tine use as an “epidemic” are 
brushed aside, the real answer 
becomes clear. Giving people 
a choice leaves open the pos-
sibility that they will decide 
to continue smoking. This is 
unacceptable to the adminis-
tration, which is only interest-
ed in immediate and universal 
results that can be used to 
bolster the university’s repu-
tation.
Yet this desire for instant 
gratification discards a perfect 
opportunity to achieve true 
cura personalis. If  the univer-
sity simply provided informa-
tive literature on nicotine use 
to the community, all nicotine 
users would face a challenge 
to their habits. This challenge 
would require critical think-
ing on a tangible, personal 
issue, rather than the abstract 
and distant topics typically 
confronted in academia. 
This sort of  critical think-
ing is necessary for personal 
growth and maturity — in 
other words, the education of  
the whole person. Under this 
approach, many users would 
likely desire to kick the habit. 
Some may remain unchanged, 
certainly, but if  a capable 
adult, after having all the facts 
and figures laid bare before 
them, still decides that smok-
ing is worth it, shouldn’t that 
decision be their right?
Instead, a ban is being pur-
sued. This means that rather 
than challenging us to make 
important and informed life 
decisions, the university is 
making the decision for us. 
No learning happens with 
this method. Rather, students 
will either smoke behind the 
university’s back or they will 
be confronted with the actu-
al decision once their time at 
Xavier has concluded. At that 
point, they may not have ac-
cess to the resources that they 
would have had at Xavier. The 
decision made, therefore, is far 
less likely to be an informed 
one, and more people may de-
cide to continue their nicotine 
use than they would have if  
the decision had been weighed 
at Xavier.
The ban will be successful 
in creating the façade of  im-
mediate “improvement.” The 
long-term results, however, 
are bound to be contrary to 
the administration’s stated 
goal.
The ban is already a “done 
deal” at this point. I doubt that 
anything that has been said, 
here or elsewhere, will change 
minds where it matters. How-
ever, I hope to have re-framed 
the issue to make clear what 
is truly at stake. This is about 
more than Xavier becoming a 
nicotine-free campus. This is 
about Xavier becoming a de-
cision-free campus.
There are few moments 
in one’s life that completely 
captivate and dazzle the soul 
with unbridled beauty or that 
reveal the magnificence of  life 
that is so often left unnoticed. 
Yet when I attended The 
Sleeping Beauty ballet at Cin-
cinnati’s Music Hall, I felt an 
unspeakable joy that permeat-
ed my mind and soul at having 
witnessed such an awe-inspir-
ing and resplendent master-
piece. 
It was an absolutely exqui-
site performance, where the 
dulcet music of  Tchaikovsky 
sprang to life in the motions 
of  the dancers like a renais-
sance of  beauty, shimmering 
in their elegant leaps and pir-
ouettes. 
The scenery resounded 
with this very beauty. A wash 
of  impressionistic color in 
deep greens and blues gave 
the stage a vibrant quietude, 
from which the ecstatic bril-
liance and agility of  the lithe 
Revelry in aesthetics: Awakening the joy in art
dancers drew their dynam-
ic power. It was an infinitely 
beautiful fairytale expressed 
in the silent language of  
dance that transported me to 
a realm of  beauty I could nev-
er have imagined. 
My favorite part of  the 
ballet, the Rose Adagio, was 
the pinnacle of  technique and 
beauty combined. As the gen-
tle glissandos of  harps began 
to introduce the scene, the 
Princess Aurora performed a 
long series of  arduous, tech-
nically difficult positions. 
Yet the most beautiful part 
of  the sequence was the grace 
with which she moved. The 
ballerina perfectly exempli-
fied youth and royal elegance 
in one countenance that shone 
with the delight of  dancing, a 
sense of  clandestine yet tre-
mendous profundity indica-
tive of  art. 
The way the ballerina flut-
tered across the stage, the pre-
cision of  her motions and the 
sangfroid she exuded evoked a 
sense of  wonder, in my mind 
and heart, at the brilliance and 
beauty of  art.
Moments in which we en-
counter great works of  art 
make us stop and gaze in pure, 
unadulterated astonishment 
at a generative force of  beau-
ty that seems utterly beyond 
the reach of  our minds or that 
lies so far beyond our realm 
of  comprehension that we can 
only admit our defeat at this 
altar of  art. 
The beauty of  art, like that 
of  the ballet that I was able 
witness, is a force of  trans-
figuration. Art has the power 
to compel and disturb us, to 
awaken us to the omnipres-
ent sources of  beauty strewn 
around like notes of  sunlight 
dappling the lush verdure of  a 
summer path. 
The power of  art is sub-
lime. It speaks of  the furthest 
depths and loftiest heights of  
the soul’s intimate feeling and 
transports one into a stratum 
of  consciousness beyond the 
quotidian occurrences she 
perceives. 
Art imagines an infinite 
wellspring of  possibility that 
emerges from one’s initial en-
counter, from which she leaves, 
breathless, with a greater un-
derstanding of  herself  and of  
the world around her. 
To immerse oneself  in art 
is to awaken oneself  to a sono-
rous and kaleidoscopic world, 
the true world, enriched by 
the beauty and profundity of  
the infinitesimal. 
My experience with the 
ballet was an encounter with 
dazzling music, swaths of  
rose hues, limpid greens and 
mellifluous dancing that left 
me suspended in a state of  il-
limitable wonder and joy. 
When I behold moments 
that are so filled with aes-
thetic prowess and infinite 
meaning or that give way to 
an encounter with something 
that seems eternally beauti-
ful, I cannot help but feel deep 
within myself  the consonance 
that pervades all of  life: that 
art illuminates our true selves, 
our deepest natures, our most 
precious enigmas. 
It is through the lens of  
art that we see the veracity 
of  our being and of  the world 
around us, and we awaken to 
find the freedom and resplen-
dence life brings.
Last week, the Newswire 
published an opinion piece 
titled “Let’s talk about the 
smoking ban.” Below is a 
dierent take on the issue 
oered by guest writer 
David Dreier. 
Sofia Ordoñez is the 
Arts & Entertainment 
Editor for the Newswire. 
She is a junior English 
major from Cincinnati.
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Xavier survived an over-
time thriller, prevailing 64-61 
against Creighton to snap a 
six-game losing streak. 
Sophomore forward Naji 
Marshall parlayed a 22-point 
outing against DePaul to de-
liver a career-best 23-point 
performance against Creigh-
ton.
A key turning point in the 
second half  came with about 
a minute and 30 seconds 
left to go in the game. Mar-
shall halted a near four-min-
ute scoring drought with a 
three-pointer. 
On an ensuing possession, 
junior point guard Quentin 
Goodin capitalized on a cost-
ly Bluejay turnover to tie the 
game at 59 with 21 seconds 
left. 
Xavier then stopped 
Creighton’s final shot attempt 
to push the game to overtime. 
In the overtime period, Xavi-
er owned a one-point edge in 
the midst of  a 4:08 Creighton 
scoring drought.
Marshall came through in 
the clutch again when he hit 
a runner in traffic that took a 
fortuitous Xavier bounce into 
the net –– putting Xavier up 
by three points. 
Creighton guard Davion 
Mintz had an open look to tie 
the game on an inbound pass 
with a second left and missed, 
giving the Musketeers the 
leverage to emerge victori-
ous.
“I thought our guys did a 
tremendous job of  guarding,” 
Xavier snaps losing streak with pair of victories
head coach Travis Steele said. 
“If  we can get that type of  
effort on the defensive end, 
and intensity and attention to 
detail, … we’re going to put 
ourselves in a lot of  games 
in position to get some wins 
here down the stretch.”
The first four minutes of  
the game featured a series of  
trading baskets. Xavier was 
successful early by getting 
the ball inside and penetrat-
ing the paint. 
The frontcourt tandem 
of  graduate forward Zach 
Hankins and junior forward 
Tyrique Jones benefitted 
the offensive cause. The duo 
combined for 18 first-half  
points. Overall, the Muske-
teers scored 34 points in the 
paint.
About halfway through 
the first half, the Musketeers 
clung to a one-point lead. 
At the 6:37 mark, Xavier 
climbed to a 31-23 lead after 
converting four consecutive 
shots and went into the break 
commanding a six-point ad-
vantage.
The first half  of  play was 
marked by an efficient offense 
as the Musketeers shot 50 
percent from the floor.
Defensively, a hot start for 
the Bluejays was extinguished 
by a stalwart defensive show-
ing. The Musketeers blocked 
six shots in the first half  
alone, and three of  those 
were produced by Hankins 
–– the second-leading shot 
blocker in the Big East.
The Musketeers labored 
through a low scoring out-
put in a second half  in which 
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Last weekend, the women’s 
basketball team continued its 
season with two Big East 
home games, taking on Prov-
idence on Friday night before 
playing host to Creighton 
Sunday afternoon. 
Despite a bit of  a second 
half  comeback, the Muske-
teers fell to Providence 63-
55 before dropping a 53-52 
heartbreaker against Creigh-
ton.
Providence started off  
the game on an 8-0 run and 
jumped out to a 25-9 lead at 
the end of  the first quarter. 
A 9-4 Xavier run to start the 
second quarter cut the Friars’ 
lead to 29-18. Providence fol-
lowed that up with an 11-4 
run of  its own before Xavier 
tacked on four points at the 
end of  the quarter to make 
the score 40-26 at the half. 
Sophomore forward A’ri-
ana Gray led Xavier in the 
first half  with 15 points and 
five rebounds on her way to 
her 13th double-double of  
the season. She finished with 
20 points and 14 rebounds. 
Xavier cut into the Provi-
dence lead to begin the third 
quarter, trailing by as little 
as eight before Providence 
answered with an 8-2 run 
to extend its lead to 51-37. 
Xavier continued its come-
back attempt in the fourth 
quarter, getting within five 
points with 41 seconds left in 
regulation.
That was the last basket 
Xavier would score, as Prov-
idence hit three free throws 
and walked away with an 
eight-point victory. For the 
Musketeers, sophomore 
guard Aaliyah Dunham (10 
points) and freshman Car-
rie Gross (12 points) both 
notched double figures along 
with Gray.
Xavier played much bet-
ter in the first half  against 
Creighton, leading 12-11 af-
they only scored 23 points. 
Perhaps the offense was par-
tially slowed down by a con-
stant switching of  defenses 
by Creighton. 
The Bluejays employed 
both a man-to-man defense 
and a 1-3-1 zone.
“I thought their zone real-
ly affected us there, especial-
ly in the second half,” Steele 
said. “I didn’t think we got to 
our actions quick enough as 
I wanted to … Once we got 
our rhythm … I thought we 
got a couple of  quick baskets 
against their zone.”
The Musketeers stymied 
Creighton’s top scorer from 
the last time these teams met, 
Martin Krampelj, to just five 
points in the second half  and 
the overtime period. 
“Tyrique Jones, number 
one, did a great job in the 
second half  and in overtime,” 
Steele said about what made 
the difference. He also em-
phasized how physical of  a 
player Krampelj can be.
Despite committing 15 
turnovers, Xavier distributed 
18 assists. 
The Musketeers then trav-
eled to Providence to face the 
Friars, where they redeemed 
their home loss to capture a 
75-61 victory.
Here are some takeaways 
from Xavier’s sizable win on 
the road against Providence. 
1. A complete second half
Against Providence, Xavi-
er played one of  its best com-
plete games and in particular, 
ter the first quarter and 27-
22 at the half. Sophomore 
forward Deja Ross had eight 
points and five rebounds at 
the half. 
The Musketeers started 
the second half  on a 7-2 run 
to extend their lead to 10 
points. They led by as many 
as 14 in the third quarter, but 
Newswire
Musketeers battle Bluejays in close game at home
a 7-3 run by the Bluejays to 
end the frame cut their deficit 
to 10 at the end of  the third. 
Xavier struggled from the 
field to begin the fourth, go-
ing 0 for 6 as Creighton cut 
its deficit to six, en route to 
outscoring the Musketeers 
22-11 in the quarter. Creigh-
ton took the lead on a three-
point play with 3:24 left in 
regulation, but a 7-2 Xavier 
run gave it just a four-point 
cushion with 1:37 to play.
Creighton’s Olivia Elger 
took over from there, scoring 
five unanswered points — 
including a jumper with 30 
seconds left that was the last 
basket of  the game. This com-
pleted the Bluejays’ comeback 
and gave Creighton a 53-52 
lead. 
Xavier had an opportuni-
ty to win the game in its last 
possession, but a block by 
Creighton freshman Rachel 
Saunders secured the Creigh-
ton victory. 
Ross and freshman guard 
Lauren Waslyson were both 
in double figures for Xavier 
with 13 and 11 points, respec-
tively. Gray pulled down a 
team-high 10 rebounds.
With the losses, Xavier 
drops to 11-14. The Muske-
teers return to action Friday 
on the road against DePaul.
one of  its best second halves. 
The team’s finish was strong. 
After building up a comfort-
able lead, the Musketeers nev-
er let off  the gas and coast-
ed to a confidence-boosting 
victory. The second half  
featured an offensive explo-
sion –– including a flurry 
of  dunks. Four Musketeers 
finished with double-digit 
points, and Goodin’s seven 
assists allowed him to eclipse 
the 100+ assist mark in each 
of  the last three seasons. 
2. Defensive showcase
Xavier played staunch de-
fense to lock up the Prov-
idence offense. The Mus-
keteers held the Friars to 
shooting just 36 percent from 
the floor as a whole and 33 
percent from distance. Xavier 
also kept Providence at bay 
from the inside as it limited 
the Friars to six points in the 
paint.
3. Three-point shooting is 
on the rise
After losing a majority of  
its three-point shooters from 
last season, the Musketeers 
have endeavored to find con-
sistent long-range shooting. 
Saturday against Providence 
provided for a dominant dis-
play of  distance shooting. 
Overall the Musketeers shot 
57 percent from long range 
and, even more impressive-
ly, made 6 of  7 shots from 
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Former Los Angeles Dodgers shortstop Manny Machado signed a record-breaking 10-year, $300 million deal 
Baseball opens season against No. 5 Tar Heels
Xavier baseball lost its 
opening series this past week-
end, dropping all three con-
tests at No. 5 North Carolina 
by scores of  12-3, 8-3 and 14-
3. 
The Musketeers remained 
within striking distance in 
each of  the games heading 
into the sixth inning, but they 
were unable to mount come-
backs.
In the opening game, ju-
nior Conor Grammes got the 
start while also batting in the 
designated hitter spot. 
Grammes lasted 3.2 in-
nings as the starter, giving up 
five earned runs and striking 
out two batters.
Xavier started the first in-
ning well, loading the bases 
with just one out. The Mus-
keteers were unable to drive 
in any runs as North Carolina 
retired Xavier’s next two bat-
ters. 
The Tar Heels loaded the 
bases in the first and drove in 
three runs to take a 3-0 lead 
heading into the second in-
ning.
In the second inning, grad-
uate student Jake Shepski 
grounded a fielder’s choice 
that allowed a run to score. 
After Grammes held North 
Carolina scoreless in the sec-
ond, Xavier drove in two more 
runs in the top of  the third to 
tie the game at 3-3.
However, North Carolina 
scored two of  its own in the 
bottom of  the third to take a 
5-3 lead. 
 The Tar Heels’ lead only 
expanded from there, as they 
scored one run in the fourth, 
three runs in the sixth, two 
runs in the seventh and one 
run in the eighth to beat Xavi-
er 12-3.
Sophomore left-hander 
Nick Zwack started the second 
game for Xavier. He pitched 
four innings and allowed just 
one run while striking out 
two batters.
North Carolina scored in 
the first inning on a solo home 
run, but Xavier countered to 
tie the game in the third after 
senior infielder Chris Givin 
drove in freshman infielder 
Kody Darcy on a single. 
Xavier seized a 2-1 lead in 
Manny Machado broke 
headlines yesterday, inking 
a 10-year, $300 million deal 
with the San Diego Padres 
— the single biggest contract 
in the history of  American 
sports. Machado, 26, will have 
a chance to opt out of  his con-
tract at the age of  31.
Machado had been linked 
to the New York Yankees, San 
Diego Padres and the Phila-
delphia Phillies, among other 
teams. 
He joins the Padres, a team 
that has struggled in recent 
years but touts an infield with 
Eric Hosmer and Luis Urias 
along with the soon-to-be ar-
rival of  Fernando Tatis, Jr., 
the team’s top prospect.
Each day it seemed that a 
new team was linked to these 
free agents. 
Now that the Padres have 
their man, they could be con-
sidered contenders for the NL 
West, a division dominated by 
the Los Angeles Dodgers in 
recent seasons. 
Spring training has be-
gun in Arizona and Florida, 
and 2015 National League 
MVP Bryce Harper remains 
unsigned. Other major free 
agents that are still unsigned 
include 2015 American 
League Cy Young Award win-
ner Dallas Kuechel and World 
Series champion relief  pitcher 
Craig Kimbrel. 
Free agent rumors have in-
cluded Harper resigning with 
the Washington Nationals, 
signing with division rival 
Philadelphia Phillies, signing 
with the New York Yankees, 
the San Francisco Giants, a 
“mystery team” or joining the 
Alliance of  American Foot-
ball. Harper and his agent, 
Scott Boras, have yet to strike 
a deal worth more than $300 
million.
I love watching both play-
ers. I grew up in the Wash-
ington, D.C., area and have 
loved rooting for Bryce Harp-
er through the years. The 
26-year-old might be one of  
the most exciting players in 
baseball, but no one is real-
ly worth anything north of  
$300 million. Not Harper. Not 
Machado.
The Nationals reportedly 
offered Harper a 10-year, $300 
million contract at the end 
of  last season, which was his 
original asking price. 
He declined that offer, 
seeking more money. Harper 
is the type of  player who can 
have an MVP season every 
few years, but he is probably 
disappointed that more offers 
were not brought to the table.
Let’s face it, Harper only hit 
.249 last season — the second 
the fifth inning when Shepski 
hit a sacrifice fly.
North Carolina regained 
the lead in the sixth inning 
on a triple that drove in two 
runs. The Tar Heels scored 
two more runs in the seventh 
and tacked on three runs in 
the eighth to take an 8-2 lead. 
Junior outfielder Andrew 
Sexton drove in a run in the 
ninth, but it wasn’t enough as 
Xavier fell 8-3 in the second 
game.
Graduate left-handed 
pitcher Marko Boricich start-
ed the final game for Xavier 
in this three-game set and 
pitched 1.1 innings while al-
lowing three runs and strik-
ing out one batter.
North Carolina jumped out 
to an early lead again, scoring 
a run in the first inning on a 
home run. 
Xavier tied the game in 
the second when freshman 
infielder Jack Housinger hit a 
sacrifice fly to bring in a run. 
North Carolina responded 
by scoring a combined four 
runs in the second and third 
innings to take a 5-1 lead.
Xavier scored two of  its 
own in the top of  the fifth, 
getting a run on a wild pitch 
and a sacrifice fly from Shep-
ski. 
North Carolina scored 
eight unanswered runs to beat 
Xavier in the final game 14-3.
Shepski was named to the 
Big East Weekly Honor for 
his performance at North Car-
olina after he went 5-10 at the 
plate and batted in three runs.
Xavier has a chance to 
bounce back in its next se-
ries this weekend on the road 
against Samford during a 
three-game series in Birming-
ham, Ala. The first pitch of  
game one scheduled for Fri-
day at 5 p.m.
Opinion: Are MLB stars worth all the money?
worst of  his career — and had 
a WAR of  1.3, which was also 
second worst of  his career. 
His defensive decline has 
scared off  teams like the New 
York Yankees, and the free 
agent market had gone cold 
for those who thought he 
would have signed by Christ-
mas.
Justin Verlander, the for-
mer MVP, Cy Young Award 
winner and Rookie of  the 
Year, had some thoughts on 
the current free agent system 
and wrote on Twitter that the 
“System is broken” when re-
ferring to the debacle that is 
MLB Free Agency. 
St. Louis Cardinals pitch-
er Adam Wainwright said, 
“Unless something changes, 
there’s going to be a strike, 
100 percent. I’m just worried 
people are going to walk out 
midseason ... Thirty owners 
need to be answering that be-
cause you have one of  the best 
players in the game that needs 
a job, and no one is signing 
him. You’ve got 30 owners 
who have a sabermetric box 
that will sign players when 
they were in that box. They 
don’t take any intangibles or 
anything else into play and 
that’s a sad thing.”
On one hand, these free 
agents owe it to other play-
ers to work for these big con-
tracts. 
On the other hand, no one 
is worth the stupid amount of  
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It’s finally happened. Bat-
tle royale has officially taken 
over. You would’ve thought 
that declaration would have 
come sooner. 
But that was before they 
made a Tetris battle royale 
game (aka Tetris 99). 
People seem to have some 
very strong beliefs on bat-
tle royale games, usually on 
opposite ends of  the spec-
trum. On one hand, some 
people love them and can’t 
get enough of  them. On the 
other, people hate them with 
such a passion that they think 
anyone who plays them is the 
scum of  the earth and hopes 
to see them fail at every turn. 
The main target of  this ha-
tred is Fortnite. I think some 
of  it is hatred because of  its 
popularity, feeling that it’s too 
mainstream. Others feel that 
they copied Player Unknown’s 
Battlegrounds and therefore 
cannot be enjoyed. 
The last reason may be 
Battle royale games here to stay
BY JACK DUNN
Campus News Editor
Check out these cool and weird video games  
BY SIERRA ROSS
that they feel like only a bunch 
of  kids are playing it. 
I honestly do not under-
stand why people hate these 
types of  games so much. Why 
is it such a bad thing that 
companies are letting people 
download these games for 
free?
 Sure, there may be some 
microtransactions in them, 
but you don’t need to purchase 
anything to get an advantage 
like in a mobile game. All you 
have to do is just play the 
game and not buy the skins.
If  you don’t like a particu-
lar game, don’t play it. Why 
waste so much time and en-
ergy hating a game that other 
people enjoy? Just go back to 
playing something else. 
All I know for a fact is that 
I’m going to have fun playing 
with my brother and friends 
who are out of  town while 
you can sit and mope about 
how you’re not happy that a 
game is popular. 
And for the record, I finally 
got my first-ever win in Apex 
Legends this past weekend. 
Video games have 
been constantly evolving 
throughout the last 50 
years. Some have become 
beloved artistic master-
pieces while others are 
weird games that some 
wish to forget about. I 
know you have plenty of  
more productive things 
to do, like homework, but 
playing these games is so 
much more entertaining. 
1.  Icarus Proudbottom 
& The Curse of  the 
Chocolate Fountain
Don’t be fooled by the 
name of  this game. There is 
no chocolate. However, there 
is plenty of  human excrement 
in this crappy game, released 
in 2013. The story follows 
Icarus Proudbottom and his 
journey through the skies. One 
morning he wakes up releas-
ing a never-ending stream of  
excrement that can be thrown 
through the air at hyperson-
ic speed. On this journey he 
meets a magical bird that can 
turn into a katana. He uses 
“blood destiny” to fight off  
birds, geese, Neo-Nazis and a 
helicopter piloted by former 
president Barack Obama. This 
has the important aspects of  
an amazing video game: ad-
venture, fighting, villains and 
Barack Obama. This game is 
my favorite on the list.
2.  Shaq-Fu
Shaq-Fu is one of  my per-
sonal favorites on this list. 
This disastrous and comical 
game was released in 1994, 
the golden age of  Shaq. The 
famous basketball player 
Shaquille O’Neal  is trans-
ported to another dimension 
where he is supposed to save 
a boy using, as you may have 
guessed, Kung-Fu. If  the glo-
rious name hasn’t piqued your 
interest, the game came with 
Shaq’s second rap album when 
it was first released. You know 
a video game is good when 
there is an entire online move-
ment to buy all of  the copies 
and destroy them. If  you want 
to join the fight, you can visit 
the Shaq-Fu Liberation Front 
website: ShaqFu.com.
Have no fear, Shaq-Fu 2 
is here. If  you have trouble 
finding the original, there is 
a mobile and console version 
of  Shaq-Fu: A Legend Reborn. 
To save yourself  from em-
barrassment,  I would recom-
mend not telling your friends 
that you have a soft spot for 
Shaq-Fu. 
3. Who’s Your Daddy
Having baby fever? Play 
this game, which was released 
in 2015. You have two player 
choices: the dad and the baby. 
As the dad, the objective is to 
prevent the uncertain death 
of  your infant. To make it bet-
ter, your baby may try to put 
a fork in an electric outlet, mi-
crowave itself, drink cleaning 
products or scuba dive in the 
tub. If  playing the baby, you 
perform various tasks trying 
to cause the death of  your 
character. This game has two 
sides of  the spectrum: saving 
babies and killing babies. 
If  you can’t save this baby, 
maybe reconsider having a 
real baby. If  you want to kill 
babies, get counseling. There 
are a number of  services 
available.
4. Seaman
Seaman is the perfect game 
for a cramped college student 
yearning for a pet. This is 
probably the most disturbing 
on the list. It was released in 
1999. The goal of  the game 
is to keep your beloved pet 
alive. Your pet has the majes-
tic body of  a fish and the face 
of  a human. Seaman requires 
daily attention or he might 
die, just like a significant oth-
er. Your fish can even evolve 
throughout the game. It may 
make insulting comments or 
criticize you. Also like a sig-
nificant other. 
Since Valentine’s Day has 
recently passed, Seaman can 
be a great replacement for 
those without valentines this 
year.
Total score: Total score: Total score: Total score:
Photo courtesy of Steam
Photo courtesy of Pinterest
Photo courtesy of Planetdolan.com
Photo courtesy of  Istockphoto.com
Photo courtesy of  Openclipart.org
Photo courtesy of  Istockphoto.com
Gamers often argue about battle royale video games and feel very strongly about the popularity of many games 
such as Fortnite. The Tetris battle royale game is one example of the mainstream battle royale domination.
Photo courtesy of Geek.com
Arts & Entertainment@xaviernewswire February 20, 2019 11
For many people, Val-
entine’s Day is a time to 
spread love and care for 
others. That being said, 
Feb. 14 can also be an 
emotionally loaded time 
of  the year, and coming 
out on the other side can 
be a daunting, risky en-
deavor no matter how 
experienced you are. For 
the unfortunate souls who 
were rejected by a romntic 
interest, the world seems 
like a sad, lonely place. 
Even so, you should nev-
er let any of  that stop you 
from “shooting shots.”  
Music helps other people 
poetically interpret what’s 
going on inside your head. 
So to all my shot-shooters, 
DM sliders and straight 
players, just remember 
that even Stephen Curry, 
the greatest shooter of  all 
time, hits 43 percent of  
the time.
Here are some sad songs 
to get you through the 
rough time between your 
romantic undertakings. 
It’s been more than two 
weeks since Ariana Grande 
dropped her latest album, 
and the rest of  my playlist 
hasn’t seen the light of  day 
since.  Calling thank u, next 
good does a disservice to the 
album. While this certainly 
isn’t her best album, it’s de-
finitively her second best. 
What makes thank u, next 
so great is the cohesiveness 
of  the sound and produc-
tion. Sweetener, while fantas-
tic in its own right, was a 
mosh-posh of  styles. In con-
trast, thank u, next delves into 
Grande’s love life and per-
sonal life in details, exposing 
her true feelings about her 
romantic and professional re-
lationships.
For brevity, let’s clear up 
my opinions on the pre-re-
leased singles. “thank u, 
next” is phenomenal, “imag-
ine” is decent and “7 rings” 
slaps. These songs have been 
out for a while, and there’s no 
need to delve into them fur-
ther than that.
The best songs on the al-
bum are, in order, “bad idea,” 
“NASA” and “bloodline.” 
These songs harken back 
to the Dangerous Woman era 
with incredible accuracy. “bad 
idea” comes out strong with 
sultry lyrics and simple but 
effective production. Much 
like her underrated “Bad De-
 New Ariana Grande album shines
BY TREVER MCKENZIE
Online Editor cisions,” Grande sings about 
the desire to follow through 
on hooking up with a man 
even though she’ll regret it, 
and she makes it sound like 
the best decision of  her life.
What’s noticeable about 
these tracks is the strong 
rap influence, which is also 
present on the entire album. 
Hi-hat drums sound through-
out the entire song, and the 
last minute of  the song is 
a hip-hop throwback while 
she slows down the vocals as 
the instrumentals push on. 
Grande has spoken previously 
about wanting to emulate the 
rawness of  rap, and through-
out the album we get glimps-
es of  that sentiment.
“NASA” is what I would 
call a sleeper hit. My recom-
mendation for this song is to 
listen to it with a high-quali-
ty pair of  headphones. You’ll 
miss a lot of  the beauty of  the 
track’s production otherwise. 
The lyrics paint the picture 
of  a woman knowing that 
she needs her alone time, and 
her galactic metaphors are ec-
centric, fun and serious at the 
same time. While the produc-
tion is nowhere close to the 
masterpiece of  “breathin’,” it 
certainly nips at the song’s 
heels.
“bloodline” opens with a 
sample of  Grande’s grand-
mother and sets the tone for 
a rather damning rejection 
song. “Don’t want you in my 
bloodline / not trying to make 
you all mine” — these lyrics 
tell the story of  a woman 
done with fleeting relation-
ships who just wants a good 
time. The anthemic trumpets 
over the hip-hop-influenced 
bass and drums feels like a 
dismissal of  serious feelings 
for the sake of  enjoying the 
moment. 
And then there’s the song 
we’re all talking about, “break 
up with your girlfriend, i’m 
bored.” If  there were ever a 
song for the world’s messi-
est woman, this would be it. 
However, clever as always, 
Grande subverts the expec-
tations of  the song with her 
accompanying music video, 
in which she reveals that the 
Your post-Valentine’s Day heartbreak playlist 
song is a subtle metaphor for 
leaving a difficult relationship 
and learning to love yourself. 
The track itself  has the big-
gest hip-hop influence with-
out a doubt. Grande “yeah, 
yeah”’s all over this track 
while keeping her classic pop 
diva style front and center. 
The rest of  the album is 
notable for the references to 
her relationships and the ex-
posure of  how she really feels 
about them. “in my head” 
talks about how she mentally 
built up an image of  a certain 
ex in her mind that he could 
never fulfill. “make up” talks 
about how much she loves the 
fighting because of  the rec-
onciliation. 
“ghostin,” while arguably 
the worst track on the album, 
directly addresses Pete David-
son in all ways but his name, 
talking about the regret she 
feels for hurting him by leav-
ing when she realized she 
wasn’t over Mac Miller. 
Grande came out swinging 
with thank u, next, and the sin-
gles’ leaps to #1 on the charts 
illustrate the album’s quality. 
The album shows great ma-
turity and the discovery of  
a unique style refined to per-
fection. Where Grande goes 
from here will be a mystery, as 
she’s shown great versatility 
and a broad interest in a range 
of  performance styles. Her 
unpredictability and finesse 
undoubtedly cements her as a 
force to be reckoned with.
BY JOSEPH COTTON 
1. “Tommy’s Party” 
by Peach Pit
The relaxing guitar pro-
gression of  this song carries 
a feeling of  melancholy while 
remaining  super chilled-out. 
The vocals, guitar count-
er-melody and the subtle 
drumbeat add more layers 
of  self-reflection as the song 
develops. The instrumental 
work on the song is also me-
chanically stunning. The vir-
tuosic guitar work of  Chris-
topher Vanderkooy floats 
beautifully on top of  the 
rhythm section while leaving 
room for Neil Smith to deliv-
er poignant poetry. 
At its core, the song is 
about the day after a party. 
Neil Smith reflects on how 
people enjoyed themselves at 
the party he went to the night 
before and notices that one 
person had a wonderful time 
talking to a girl with whom 
he had a past relationship. He 
later reminisces on their time 
together and accepts that 
he will never get to date her 
again. I am sure this is relat-
able to at least a few people 
out there. 
2. “U”
by Kendrick Lamar 
This song is the angriest 
and most intense song on 
this list. Part of  the anger 
is pointed at another person, 
but most of  it is pointed in-
ward. If  you feel responsible 
for messing up a good thing, 
this song is for you. Lamar 
looks back at his past rela-
tionship and all the times he 
could have done better. He 
raps over a dark, jazzy instru-
mental that is perfect for sit-
ting in your dorm at 1:30 a.m. 
pretending to be in a sketchy 
jazz bar. My favorite moment 
in the song is when he calls 
himself  out for Face-Timing 
instead of  visiting a friend in 
the hospital who eventually 
passed away. 
“U” is a perfect representa-
tion of  the chaos you feel once 
you realize your life was not 
authentically lived. Put this 
song on and reflect on how 
perfect that special someone 




This is the only song on 
the list that was written about 
a breakup between Stevie 
Nicks and fellow band mem-
ber Lindsey Buckingham who 
had to perform the song live 
for many years. This decep-
tively simple song talks about 
feelings of  being robbed of  
time and hoping your ex is 
happy being lonely. 
The hypnotic drum loop 
carries the song as airy gui-
tar licks and beautiful vocal 
harmonies effortlessly float 
across John McVie’s bassline. 
Lyrically, Nicks navigates 
the vast, open space between 
the instruments to speak her 
mind about feeling lost and 
alone. Despite the harsh per-
sonal lyrics, her voice is clas-
sically haunting and feels like 
a distant memory in the mind 
of  Buckingham. 
If  you feel wronged by a 
person after a breakup, this 
post-Valentine’s day playlist 
is for those of  you who want 
to feel the sentiments of  nos-
talgia, melancholy and regret, 
brought to life by music.
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Pisces: Watch out for some bumps 
in friendships. Do your best to dif-
fuse things if  conversations remind 
you of  the Vine that goes, “That’s my    
OpInIoN!!!!!”
Aquarius: Winter is kinda gone and to 
reference Elsa, the cold never bothered 
you anyway, but don’t turn down a coat 
offered to you by a friend just because 
you don’t want to seem weak.
Capricorn: Weird revelations might 
come this week that could change your 
way of  thinking. Like, did you know 
that a female mantis eats the head of  its 
male partner after intercourse?
Sagittarius: Pressure? Haha, what’s 
that? The crushing fear that you’ll mess 
things up and cave under the dozens of  
sets of  eyes that are fixed on you and 
embarrass yourself  forever? Naaaah…
Libra: Don’t be surprised if  you sleep 
for 16 hours, wake up and still feel 
sleepy. It’s still below zero somewhere, 
meaning it’s still hibernation time some-
where. Your professors will understand.
Scorpio: You’re at a tricky crossroad 
of  spending time to help friends in need 
and doing all the things you yourself  
have to get done. Or you could curl up 
























Aries: Though the familiar path might 
be the most comfortable, try to improve 
efficiency. Instead of  walking in the 
rain through the Academic Mall, weave 
through connected buildings.
Gemini: Being stressed out all the 
time is a thing at Xavier, but focus on 
the domestic stuff  first. Like that leaky 
sink you’re calling Physical Plant about 
for the 123,129,837th time.
Cancer: Sorry to say that your week 
might be a little...cancerous. Be prepared 
to fall off  schedule, and try your best to 
roll with the medication — er, punches.
Leo: Have the gnats finished hibernat-
ing yet? It may certainly feel like they’ll 
be a little more in your face than you 
like this week. The stars recommend an 
easy fix: pepper spray.
Virgo: You may not be the type to 
stand up for yourself, but be ready to. 
Take on the essence of  the Vine guy 
who got jump-scared and cried, “Staaahp 
I coulda dropped my croissant!”
Taurus: Take some risks this week. 
Even if  everything goes badly and 
you end up like the Vine kid who says, 
“Mothertrucker dude that hurt like a 
buttcheek on a stick,” you’ll laugh later.
Who is Jon Nicholas?
They say his name is “Jon 
Nicholas.” He is less of  a man 
and more of  a myth. Legends 
tell of  a being who lives within 
the walls of  the Xavier Televi-
sion Studio, guarding the film 
equipment and occasionally 
coming out from his place of  
hiding to teach an editing class. 
Any evidence of  this “Jon 
Nicholas” is entirely uncon-
firmed. When I brought up the 
mystery to many of  my fellow 
DIFT peers, I was only met 
with remarks of  confusion. I 
tried contacting alumni, but 
none of  them have returned 
my calls. All of  this points to 
a grand conspiracy going on at 
the TV studio, one that goes all 
the way to the top. And I was 
determined to get to the bot-
tom of  it.
My first stop was the man 
who made the most recent re-
port of  a Jon Nicholas sight-
ing: sophomore Rex Basalone, 
president of  the Xavier Tele-
vision Club. Basalone and I 
go way back, and I know him 
to be a man of  unimpeachable 
character. He is a composed, 
clearheaded and sensible man, 
as well as the director of  the 
weekly Xavier news broadcast. 
I occasionally anchor for the 
broadcast, and after last week’s 
show, he pulled me aside to dis-
cuss his Jon Nicholas theories. 
According to Basalone, Jon 
plays a vital yet invisible role 
behind the scenes of  the broad-
cast: He is the man responsible 
for making the show go live. 
This theory made sense, 
until that night I awoke with 
a startling realization: If  Jon 
makes the broadcast go live, 
surely more people than my 
mom would tell me I did a good 
job anchoring. I had debunked 
Basalone’s theory and lost all 
trust in him.
Next, I visited a girl who 
claims to work in the studio as 
Jon’s assistant, but she ended up 
being more off  her rocker than 
poor Basalone. Sarah Soczka 
began this school year a bright 
young first-year, and I don’t 
know if  it was drugs or the 
Xavier dance team, but some-
thing got to her. I met with her 
to talk about Jon Nicholas, and 
never had I met someone so 
caught up in her own fantasies. 
She described to me this 
dream world she lived in where 
she worked right by Jon Nich-
olas’ side. DIFT majors would 
ask to take equipment out, and 
she would help him by organiz-
ing the stuff  coming in and out. 
I couldn’t make sense of  what 
led her to believe this. In fact, 
I asked her why a near-omnip-
otent being like Jon Nicholas 
would entrust a lowly first-year 
like her with the equipment he 
spends his life protecting. Her 
only response was, “Who you 
calling a lowly first-year?” So I 
walked away. 
I had gotten nowhere. I was 
exhausted after my two inter-
views, and all I had gotten was 
the testimony of  two loons. 
If  this creature truly roamed 
Xavier’s campus, there had to 
be some trace of  it somewhere. 
He is credited on a recent 
documentary directed by Blis 
DeVault, the DIFT department 
chair, so perhaps she could be 
my next interview subject. 
Actually though, I’m pret-
ty sure she forgot my name. I 
don’t want to put her in that 
awkward situation where I start 
talking to her and she’s like, 
“Dang I completely forget this 





fer to me. So 
scratch that. 
However, 
now that we 
have DeVault 
in mind I’m 
b e g i n n i n g 
to wonder if  she could be the 
missing link. Here me out: 
DeVault couldn’t possibly 
run the DIFT pro-
gram all on her own. 
Have you seen 
the kids who take 
her major? Her job 
must be like wran-
gling cattle. But if  
she’s busy managing 








sibly have time to 
manage all the equip-
ment and technology vital to 
the program? 
Perhaps “Jon Nicholas” is a 
creation of  DeVault’s, a Fran-
kenstein-esque monster who 
does all the hard work for which 
she simply doesn’t have time. 
Perhaps it’s not even a creation, 
but a man who just enjoys help-
ing out the program.
Just kidding, obviously, that 
makes absolutely no sense. A 
man who helps the DIFT pro-
gram? Everyone knows film is 
a woman’s game. 
So ultimately it seems Jon 
Nicholas will remain a mystery, 
very similar to Bigfoot. We may 
not be able to prove he exists, 
but we also can’t prove that 
he doesn’t. Like how the story 
of  Bigfoot gives hope to hairy 
men all over the world, so does 
the story of  Jon Nicholas give 
me hope.
I didn’t know what Xavier’s 
film program would be like 
with a funky name like DIFT, 
but what I’ve found is what re-
ally makes this program special 
is the people. DeVault has a real 
passion for the program, my 
teachers have been great and 
all my non-crazy classmates 
are pretty cool, too. This is a 
perfect environment to spawn a 
myth like that of  Jon Nicholas: 
not just a beast who protects 
the film equipment like they’re 
his hatchlings, but also a kind 
soul who actually cares about 
the students he works with. 
That’s why I have hope for 
my next four years in the DIFT 
program: Even the made-up 
staff  members truly care.
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